HEN 1 went over
to the United
Motorcycle Council’s
Poker Run in South
Australia last May, I was caught by
surprise. Firstly, the meeting point
was an Anglican Church near the
centre of town, which may seem
unusual, but considering the event
was hosted l)y L(mgrid{:l's CMC,
it was evident that pf:uple from
different parts of South Australian
society were now joining with bikers
111 4 common purpose to oppose the
SA laws.
Another pleasing aspect was
the large club turnout amongst the
hundreds on their bikes. Patched
clubs of all sorts attended from 1%,
Christian and social clubs as well
as groups of mainstream riders and
interstate guests all gathered happily
in the church grounds and outside

in the adjacent park while the UMC
organisers got everything to do with
the poker run sorted.

A large media presence that
moved fn.(_]y amongst the hundreds
of bikers seemed interested in what
the bikers had to say. Tom, the UMC
:-:pnkcmmm, pussimmtc]y spokc to
them about the dangers of the anti-
association legislation. Paul Kuhn
from Free Australia did likewise and
so did the Shadow Attorney General
Stephen Wade, who made a surprise
appearance at St. Lukes in order to
criticize the Rann Government over
its handling of the legislation.

In a later interview on 2CCR FM’s

! Ride program, he explained himself:

“For many years, Australian law
has acted against those who associate
for criminal activities. The Liberal
Party supports such laws. However,
the Liberal P‘;u‘t’y is not convinced that
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heard a lone policema logising
to a member of the Longriders CMC
for having to test him. Not that it
s. They're used

to this sort of treatment in South
Australia and include it in their
planning for these sorts of events. In
fact, so often does it occur that the
police don't'&ven bother keeping it
a secret, telling the organisers their
pl as well as the cooperation they
were offering,
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